Online Share Zone Meeting
8th October 2025
Minutes

Attended
Abacus
Great Easton
St Mary’s
Moreton
Holy Family
Brinkly Grove
Tendring Tech
Hawthorns
Holy Trinity
Apologies – Springfield, Mountnessing, St Thomas
Minutes
This was our best attended online meeting EVER! While we absolutely promote coming together in-person we understand there are times where this is not possible for every school. However, it was an amazing meeting and great to hear so many views. 
We started the same way as the in-person meetings by talking about role models. The schools felt role models were those that stand up for others, they share, they are kind, they do the right thing, good friends, encourage others, they can be adults, they listen, take on responsibility, promote safety, hardworking, stand up for what’s right, teachers/LSA’s, showing empathy and everyone can be a role model! We also heard some examples from two schools about how their year 5/6 groups are already acting as role models by being mentors and working with younger children – a great idea! 
Next up we looked at what achievement meant to young people. As adults we might have our own definition but what do young people think: 
· Finishing a task
· Showing resilience/perseverance
· Doing something well
· Something you can continue to work on
· Reaching your dreams
· Something significant
· A goal – big or little
· Trying something new
· Looks different for different people
· Getting something right
· Doing well in an exam
· Playing a new sport
· Finally doing something
· Helping others
Some really lovely comments within this discussion to reflect on as part of the wider inclusion work. 
As we are online we didn’t stop for drinks/biscuits however this didn’t stop the ideas flowing. We wanted to find out how young people felt we could improve relationships with the police. A very interesting topic and here is what was said: 
· Find out what a typical day for a police officer looks like
· If it’s not 999 what are my options
· They should understand some young people are quite shy
· Understand the consequences to crime more
· They could come and spend time with young people
· We are still young and will make mistakes
· Some people know they are doing wrong
· Advice on how to make good choices would help us
· They should know more about the child they are dealing with
· They should know more about disabilities
· They should consider the age of a young person
· Find out what kind of equipment they have
· Why sometimes do they knock doors down? 
· How could young people get in touch with the police
· They could possibly approach young people better
· We are not all the same
· How do police officer stay calm? 
· What weapons do police carry and when can they use them? 
So really good points and questions here which could aid understand plus relationships. We would also like to set you a mini task. 
[bookmark: _Hlk210844619]Mini-Task - Before the next meetings in March can you get in touch with your local police force and ask them some of the above? Can you then provide us some feedback? 
Finally, before finishing the meeting we still had time to just cover what makes a good school council. Here were the responses: 
· Listen to other people
· Help make changes
· Take on other opinions
· Solve problems
· Hear all ideas
· Improve the school 
· Be kind
· It should be inclusive
· Not just a ‘selection’ of young people 
· Encourage others
· Be confident
· A whole school focus
· Good communication
· Democratic
· All voices
We also had an example from a school who use technology to get feedback from across the whole school and this was very popular! 
An amazing hour-long meeting which is a great achievement (see what I did there!) for everyone involved. Our star of this meeting was the amazing Luke from Hawthorns who spoke with such passion about what could be done – a superstar! 
A reminder of the mini-task: Before the next meetings in March can you get in touch with your local police force and ask them some of the above? Can you then provide us some feedback?
Next meetings: 
Colchester – Thursday 5th March – Chair Kierran – Kings Ford Academy
North Secondary – Thursday 5th March – Chair – Tendring Tech (Frinton KS4) 
Braintree – Tuesday 3rd March - Chair Kierran – Notley Green
MID Secondary – Thursday 5th March – Chair Amy – Chelmer Valley
Harlow – Monday 2nd March  - Chair Amy – Harlow College
Tendring  – Monday 2nd March – Chair 
Chelmsford – Monday 9th March - Chair Amy
Basildon – Wednesday 4th March – Chair Kierran
Uttlesford – Friday 6th March – Chair – Kierran – Henham and Ugley 
Brentwood – Tuesday 10th March – Chair Kierran – Shenfield St Mary’s
Epping – Thursday 12th March – Chair Amy
Rochford – Monday 9th March – Chair 
Castle point – Friday 13th March – Chair
Maldon – Wednesday 11th March – Chair – Kierran
Online meetings TBC
