Braintree Share Zone Meeting
3rd March 2026
Minutes

Attended
Notley Green – Host
Great Bardfield
De Vere
John Bunyan
Apologies – Birchanger, Holy Family, Bocking Street, Hatfield Peveril Junior, Stisted, Edith Borthwick, Colne Engaine, St Peters
Minutes
Notley green primary were our hosts for this Braintree meeting! A special mention to the group from Notley Green that welcomed us into the school. We continued our new way of running meetings by handing out all 4 questions at the same time and getting each group to then add in their ideas: 
Leaving school – What would you like to know about this?
· How many hours do you have to work?
· How do you find a job? 
· How do you know what jobs will be right for you? 
· Where do you apply for jobs? 
· What skills or qualifications are most important? 
· Is it hard leaving school? 
· How much money will you earn?
· What things will really change? 
· Are secondary schools much stricter than primary?
· How can you find friends after school?
· Where would I find furniture for a house?
· Worried about leaving friends behind
· Do you have to go to college? 
· Are lessons really different in secondary school?
· Is homework different at secondary school? 
Belong/Belonging – What does this word mean to you? What helps you to feel like you belong? 
· When people are kind to you, you feel like you belong
· Helping people to feel happy
· Feeling welcome
· When people have your back
· Friends & family
· Adults in schools making you feel welcome
· A chance to play
· Sharing your interests
· Knowing your own feelings 
· Feeling safe
· When you belong in a friend group
· When you are meant to be somewhere
· Having people feel close to you 
· Doing something good 
· Being happy in a certain place
· Working as a team
· People encouraging you
· When things are fair
· Being given the opportunity to be part of something
[bookmark: _Hlk223520881]Mini task: Before our next meeting can you send us examples as a school on how you do any of the above to help young people feel like they belong? 

Homework – What do you think about it? 
· I hate it
· If you don’t do it you will get detentions
· There is no support when you do homework
· It can be really good for you
·  It can take up so much time
· I don’t do it
· History homework can be really interesting
· Creative homework is better
· Sometimes it can be hard for my parents to understand it
· Homework should not be necessary
· It needs to be fun
· It can help with some learning
· Can keep your brain awake
· It needs to be reasonable
· It is best on a screen
· It can impact on your personal life
· It can be boring
Mental health v physical health – How can we combine the two? 
· More sport in schools
· A focus on healthy eating
· Doing the daily mile
· Everyone having the opportunity to be involved in PE
· Outdoor learning 
· More talk about sleep 
· Fair games
· More swimming
· Having scooters in schools
· Making learning more fun
· Focusing on good thoughts
· More playtime outside
· Good sports days
· Trips to the coast
· More breaks
· More movement in school 
A brilliant group, who really engaged well in each questions and stayed focused throughout the whole meeting. We didn’t choose a star of this meeting just because the group worked really well together so everyone was a star! 
Mini-task reminder: Before our next meeting can you send us some examples of how you ensure young people feel like they belong in your school? 

Next meeting: Thursday 4th June, Templers primary school, 10:00 – 11:30



