Braintree Share Zone Minutes
Templars Academy
4th June 2026

Attendance
Templars Academy
St Peter’s
John Buyuan
Edith Borwick

Apologises
Silver End
Holy Family 
Hatfield Peverel Junior

Minutes
We were back for our final share zone meeting of the year! Thanks so much to Templars Academy for hosting. It was great to have so many young people attending the meeting! We covered lots of feedback around food, Christmas songs, sports day as well as inclusion.
Fantastic group of young people!

1. Food – how can schools support young people’s understanding of food?
· Need more protein
· More fibre
· Need to know how much fruit is in a food
· To have different varieties of food throughout the week.
· Make your own pizza.
· Have a salad bar.
· Want to have more healthy meals.
· Some menu changes every week, maybe keep it the same.
· Healthy options from school cateen – salad, vegetables, fruit, yoghurts, etc.
· Growing vegetables/ fruit at school.
· Teachers planning lessons around healthy eating and understanding where food comes from.
· Food tech lessons & meal planning
· Learning about food from other countries
· Independence lessons – trips to the supermarket
· Helping families to understand healthy eating so it carries on at home as well as school
· Minimising waste
· Allergies
· Food groups and getting the balance
· Preparing and supporting school to do this
· Having food tech like secondary
· Having plots in the garden to grow food to support school kitchen
· Where our food comes from
· Portion sizes

2. Essex Christmas song – what should be included in the song?
· To perform songs in lots of different places, like Colchester Zoo, discovery centre, etc. throughout essex.
· About where we are from.
· Include famous essex people
· To represent people that doesn’t celebrate Christmas.
· Songs about presents
· Christmas poems
· Family time
· Inclusion
· School
· Christmas tree.
· Give to the needy, don’t be greedy so everyone can have a great Christmas.
· Be nice so everyone can be happier.
· It is a Christmas joy, don’t be sad.
· Your family is there, so go out and have a great Christmas.
· Themed on gifts
· Hopeful message
· Friendly 
· Positive
· Everyones unique
· To be diverse, to include signing, and representation.
· Everyone welcome
· Communication
· Giving
· Santa
· Traditional Christmas.
· Good beat so people remember it well
· Catchy
· Merry Christmas to everyone, and joy to all who will come. Theres happiness in the air so spread it to everyone.
· Costumes
· Presents
· Giving to the world
· Gifts
· Spreading Hope and recognising that everyone is unique
· Supporting charities
· Everyone having fun
· Inclusivity
· Someone collecting charity money as song is sung.
· Traditions
· Happiness to families
· Santa on his sleigh
· White Christmas
· Different languages

3. Sports day – how could these be improved?
· To join SEND schools
· Tag
· Baseball
· Rugby
· Volleyball
· Football
· Ice cream van when finishes
· Dad races
· Pizza
· Snacks and drinks
· Parents participate 
· Music 
· Siblings
· Some races without parents watching
· Less pressure
· More events throughout the year
· Suggestions of different activities including football and having parents more involved with the activities (e.g. parents vs students)
· Ice cream van
· Catering
· Trophies

4. Inclusion – what makes an inclusive school?
· No outsiders
· Doesn’t matter who you are, still welcome.
· Kind hands.
· Good behaviour.
· People – joyful and inclusive.
· Together we are greater, being the best we can be.
· People – everyone is welcomed.
· Everyone is supported.
· Joy.
· Clear rules and values.
· Celebrate/ recognise differences.
· Educate on differences.
· Looking after environment
· Their school is inclusive because they have ramps, lifts, voice typing, calm areas, quiet club, wobble stools, privacy screen, LSAs, support learning and independent learning.
· Adaptive learning – teachers plan for individual needs
· Individual timetables
· Physio programme
· Speech and language – communication aids
· Quiet room / sensory rooms
· Life skills lessons
· Equipment / training for staff
· Hoists / lifts / wheelchairs 
· When someone gets hurt, you always help.
· Step up/ stand up for your friend.
· Calming corner
· Being kind
· Being respectful
· Students found this tricky as many felt that things were in place automatically so ‘part of the norm’ (Ordinarily Available)
· Physio
· SALT
· Signing
· Breakout rooms
· Aids
· Individual timetables
· Feeling of being safe and having adults that students felt they trusted
· Small spaces to go to
· Opportunity to access food/drink
· Wobble stools
· Opportunity to speak up
· Breakfast provision
· Lifts/ramps


Thank you for attending the final share zone meeting of the year! I am pleased to confirm that the next meeting will be held at Silver End Primary School on Tuesday 13th October – don’t miss out! 
